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Affairs of FRANCE: 


_ With Obfervations on Transactions at Hom'? 


Churday, November 8. 1705. 


"Am now clofing my Addrefs to the 


_ & Houfe of Commons, in laying before 


that Honourable Houle, the third Ex- 


gine by which High-Church Malice works in 


this Nation 3 and thatis, THE PRESS: 


~ Notthat 1 have opened the black Scene fully 


to their View, innumerable Evils yet remain 
couch’d in the General Praétice of this Im- 
placable Party 3 and innumerable Confe- 
quences ‘attend the furious Spirit of thefe 
Men, if God and the Wifdom of our Go- 
vernours do not reftrain them. 

¥am not preferibing that Refiraint; efpe- 
cially while I make this Paper fpeak to my 


‘Superiours: Nor fhould I at laft make any 


Effay that way, but to anticipate a forward 
Gentleman, who on every little occafion 
cries Fire, and, knowing their Defert, pre- 
tends I am weitiog to bring the Mobj upon 
the Clergy; but fhallfairlyexplaio my {elf 
hereafter, and defcend to Particulars and 
Methods, when I am tae to them, to 
whom it is proper to fpeak of thofe things. 


May it pleafe the Honourable the Houle 
of Commons to hear me with Patience, 
when I fay, the moft Grievous, moft Exquie 
fite, and moft Perverted Piece of Art at 
this time in the Nation,is THE PRESS. 

Fofepbus tells us a Story of a Man, who 
for fome time before the Siege of that City 
by the Romans, and even to the time of the 
Siege, went about the Walls, crying, Wo 
Wo, Wo to Ferufatem , and having in fpight 
of the Scourgings and Torments ofthe Fews, 
continued his Cry, ’till the Siege was-begun, 
he confirm’d the reallity of his Infpiration, 
by crying out, Wo, Wo to Ferufalem, Woto 
the City, Wotothe Temple, and laft of all 
fays he, Wounto my Self; and that Moment 
he was flain by a Stone from the Roman 
Camp. The Author of this, fincerely fen- 
fible of the fatal Mifchief of this Party-En- 
gine, THE PRESS, cannot forbear to ap- 
ply to this Honoufable Houfe in this Article, 
with a more than Conimon Earneftnefs 5 
and tho’'I hereby endeavour ¢o Petition 
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my Self to Silence; it is not that I'thiok I 
es or that indeed the Caufe of Peace and 
Moderation bas the worft End of the Argu- 
ment: But, may it pleafe your Honours to 
confider, the Authors on both Sides differ in 
Circumftances, in that thefe labour by calm 
Reafoning, toconfute the Folly of Precipita- 
tions and Extrauagancies,nor fit to be nam’d; 
the other, by an unnufual Stock of Face, im- 
pofe upon Mankind pofitive Falfities, fo 
Grofs, and fo eafie to be deteéted, that eve- 
ry impartial Eye difcerns them. 

But as the Nature of fome Cafes in fuch 
as requires more Affuramce than Matter of 
Faét to fupport them ; fo even the groficft 
Lies are ufeful to ferve a Caufe, that ftands 
upon the fingle Foundation of Forgery and 
Deceit. ‘Thus tho’ the Shams obtruded up- 
or the World by thefe People in Print, 
are foon difcovered bere at tke Center of Na- 
tional Kuowledge, yet the ufe thefe Fittions 
are made of in the feveral Countries, to 
blipd, hoodwink, and impofe upon the ig- 
norant People, are infinite and intolerable. 

Such as thefe, may it pleafe your Honou-. 
rable Houle to bear with an Inftance or two, 
was that infamous Slanderraifed by. a Scan- 
dalous News-Writer, formerly Cenfur'd and 
Reprov'd by the Houfe of. Cammons, up 
on-the Egft-Indie Company, ; ‘affirming, 
That 46000 J; in Bullion, fént-on board 
the Ship Neptune, was melted out of Englith 
Crown Pieces: Such are imumerable falfe Re- 
ports, Party-Suggeftions, Reproaches, and 
ues Affertions, which the Current Pam- 
phiets of this Age are full of, ta vilify, re- 
proach, flander and, otherwife injure the 
Government, and the moft faithful Subje&ts: 
of this Nation ; fucb are, Publifhing that 
the Grand Jury who cenfur’d a moft Inta- 
mous Libel, call’d 7he Memorial, were 
pack’d by Diffenting Sheriffs ;and fuch are 
the f:veral Falfities, for which feyeral of the 
Authors wait the too defe@ive Juftice of 
this Nation, whofe Laws feem to look up to 
your Affembly for fomé additional] Claufes to 
render them more effectual for the fuppref- 
fing this growing Mifchief, and for punifh- 
ing the guilty. 

The Mifchiefs of the Frefs are of fo ma- 
ny forts, and in fuch various Manners fpread 
themfelves over this Nation, that it is impo 
fible to exprefs the Fatal Particulars, while 
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the Gentlemen-Agents of this Party, moft 
induftrioufly, by means efpecially of fuch of — 
the Clergy, who fhow their unbappy Zeal 


again their Country, fpread about every 
Pamphlet, calculated for the enflaming this 
unhappy Nation, with a Zeal far Superiour 
to the Propagation of their more proper 
Employment, 

This appears in their eager embracin 
every thing that favours of that Gail am 
Bitterne(s, with which they appear too for- 
ward to infe&t the Nation ; and when an 
Effay of the like Nature was made on pur- 
pofe to difcover the Truth of this Temper; 
How eagerly did they embrace the to the 
Author only anbappy Propofal, Of the Shorteft 
Way with the Diffenters ? 

With how much -Pleafure do they now 
read over a Trayterous Pamphlet, which no. 
Proteftant can look on without the utmoft 
Deteftarion; whofe Author dares not fhow: 
his Face, and the Infolence, Falfity and Ma- 
lignancy of wi .ch makes every impartial Ear. 
ftart with Sur-rize to think that-Gentlemea 
who call themfe]ves Ptoteftants, fhould not 
blufh to own it ? a Book whofe Compoliti- 
on needs. no Addition. to recommend it 
to your Cenfure, but the Approbation 
it has met with from fome, Gentlemen, 
who recommend it to their Parifhioners,, 
as a Book no Man oughe to be without, me- 
rits your ferious Application, and feems to 
follicite the Nation to take care of themfelves, 

Bat I am notdefigning to fill yourHonouras 
ble Houfe with the various and unhappy Ine 
ftances of this mifchieveus Artifice, for the 
fpreading Difaffeétion and Party-fire in the 
Nation, but am humbly and earneftly folie 
citing. your Honours, to take into Confide- 
ration the thing it felf, how difhonourable it 
is in a Government, to have the Subjeéts 
permitted to print every malitious and em- 
broiling Notion, under Allegorick Titles, 
and in the Dark; coneealing the Authors, 
and.leaving even ake it felf to be Defied, 
Buffoon’d and Infulted to her Face, which, 
when once done, the Party play all the Le- 
gerdemain in the World to propagate them, 
by pretending Anfwers, by mocking Titles, 
axd the like 5 fo that the more the Govern: 
ment fhows its Refentment at fuch Inf 
fencey the more the Party fpread the poi- 
ond Rage, and prompt that-native Curioe 


eagerly for its being” forbidden. 
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~ Writers to intermeddle with the Sdverajgn. 
- Debates of the Nation 5. fuch as the Titles, 


‘of the Times; se ‘ 
ernments in ‘all"Ages have- forbid. 


Succefifon, and Fundamentals of the Crown, 
In our Time nothing efcapes the-Fary,.of 
the Prefs. The Title and,Perfon of ie 
Queen, while-her Majefty in the ‘quiet Pol- 


 fetfion, does all her Subjeés all manner of 


Right; the one fuffers daily Difputes, the 
other-daily Affronts, while an abominable 


F. Fiétion of aSucceffion, Fure Divino, tho’no 


Prince in the World can claim it, is fet up, and’ 
in Bundles of inveterate Reherfals handed 


about the Nation, if poffible, to leffen and 


invalidate that Title to the Crowa, which 


ber Majefty holds. by’ the beft Claim, and thus 
_upon the moft legal Foundation” in the 


World. ; 
Religion, may it pleafe your Honours to 
refieét, callsaloud’ to you to rid her of eter- 
nal Crouds of Blafpbemous Pampbleteers, who 
affault Heaven, Death, the Soul, deny 
Principles, forge Syftems, invert. Creation, 
and bully their Maker. . 

The Nation groans under the Load of 
of this voluminous Impertinence ; eternal 
Clamonrs are in, every News-houfe, and in 
every Society 4 every hour.fome new Comet 
appears. in thé Horizon of Letters, born of 
no vifible Parent, that bi 
Law, Nature, Policy, and the-whole Na- 
tion; thefe Monfters, may it pleafe your 
Honours, are generally recommended for 
rheir extravagant. Drefs, {care the Igno- 
rant World, amufe Mankind, and poffefs 
the Multitude, with as many various forts 
of Devils, asthe feveral Corrupted Fancies 
of Men, torm to themfelves, from the 
Falfe Images they conceive pf Publick things; 
but all of them Embarrafs Makind, with 
Prejudices againft the Government, or the 
feveral Parties they Refpett, and tend to 
Create a-general Difqaiet, and Uneafinefs 
in the Natien. 

It would beendlefs to Repeat the Un- 
happy Broils, and namelefs Mifchicfs which 
atcend this divided Nation, fomented and 
encreas’d by bufie Emiffaries, who fupply 
the defe&t of their own Capacities to do 
Evil, by. Mercenary Hirelings 5 who for Bread 
S-{] the Nation, and debate not what Fires. 


ice 


Battle to Reafon, 


a 
they 


oufe to re- 

are Incendiaries in a Clouds They 
are like Guy Faux with his Lanthorn and 
Candle, walking among the Barrels of Gun- 
Powder, and watching. the Fatal Moment to. 
blow up the Nation. 

To enumerate Particulars.of thefe-Paper 
Squadrons, is needlefs to inform your Affem 
bly; the thing being fo plain, a proper Re 
ftraint upon the Exorbitant Loofnefs of the 
Prefs, can want no Arguments to prove it: 
Neceffity ;. for-the ruirious Confequences are 
but too obviouss:And unlefs ic meet with fome: 
Check from your Power, who knows to 
whatLengths it may run! And the juft Ap- 
prehenfions good Men have ‘of it, will. no. 
doubt make this Propo‘al rational. a 
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_‘The.Good fome People may have done 
this way, whence oer ee Bae from 


the Mifchief firft done, to make that good 
Neceffary; which Mifchief once preven 


» 
that ‘Good becomes no more needful or fig: 
nificant 3 and for this Reafon Tam an Hym- 
ble Petitioner, that Univerfal Pen and Ink 
Strife, may dye under your hands, as- the 
fitft Happy ftep to, and Bleffed Prefage of 
that'general Peace, which I traft God Al- 
mighty, will yet beftow upon thefe Nations. 
’ As to the Blow this will be'to this Paper, 
and tothe Pen of its Author; I, with the 
utmoft freedom inthe World, lay it down 
a free Sacrifice to Peace 5 it began its con- 
cern in the Affairs of England, witha Ve- 
hement Exhortation to Peace, it has ever 
fince purfued that Bleffed, Healing, Quieting 
Calming Detign’; and it fhall gladly dye a 
Martyr for Peace: As therefore its Humble 
Author, is a fincere Petitioner for Peace 5 
he entreats your Honours, that whatever 
Schemes for the continuance of this Papet 
are before him, and howcver ufcful they 
may be, this Paper may rather fall, in the 
general Conflagation of the Prefs, than that 
Publick Good thould be Omirted, that Peace 
may Triumph over this Nation, and all the 
little Artifices of Men to Embroil us, may 
be Check’d by that Authority which alone 
can do it. 

How Happy, how Calm, how Quiet would 
Gur Society, cur Converfation, and all the 
Nation look, if this Contention of Parties 
was once at an end! and as the Limiting, 
Reftraining, and Afcertaining the Prefs, 
would be a great flep to it; I ‘clofe this 
Humble Addrcfs with that Article, as a thing 
that carries with it Innumerable Advantages 
to this Nation, in which nothing is now 
fu Lawlefs, fo Irregular, fo Mifchievous, fo 
Infolent, fo Scandalous ; and yet fo eafie to 
be [ffetted, as the Author of this is ready, 
if call’d to it, to Demonftrate, 

Books are Printed by no body, and Wrote 
by every body ; une Man. Prints another 
Mat’s Works, and calls them his own; a- 
giin, another Man Prints his awn, and calls 
them another Man’s. A. is Loaded with 
B’s Crimes, and B. -Applauded, with A’s 
Virtues — A. Prints a Lampoon, and 
lays irto C; C. Prints D’s Works, aad {eis 
E’s Naine co chem continual Roberivs, 
Piracies, and Vnvations of Property, range 
among the Occupation, One Man Studies 


. both move the Party-Scriblers to Peace, 


is Punih'd for it, and another fhall Ree 


Governmeut and get Money forit. 

Thefe things calHfor an AG of Parliament, — 
and that {0 loud, as I hope will not be dee | 
ny’d 3 that fo Property of Copies may be — 
fecur’d to Laborious Students, to the En- 
couragement of Letters and afl ufeful Stu- 
dies ; all manner of State Pedants be Sup- 
prefs'd 3 Publick Affronts upon the Govern- 
ment Condemo’d and entirely Crufh’d, 
Party Strife, and Pen and Ink Battels ended, 
and all ferts of Contentious Papers, Méemo- 
riaP's, Caffandra’s , Woolfs firip'd , Fa&ion 
Dijply’d, Mod: ration Difpiay'd, and all the 
Rabble, of Nanci. 3 Trumpery may Vanifh 
from the Land ; and having neither Reberfals, 
Politick Mercury's, Obfervasors, or Reviews, 
to debate the Publick Matters; the Go- 
vernment, proceeding by the Rules of 
Peace, Moderatioa and Juftice, may meet 
with no Obftruttion, from the Crouds of 
Mountebank States-Men, who Print their 
Weckly-Bills, and are Eternally quacking 
upon the Nation, a. 

And that this Author and his Papef may 


and make way for that Law, he Humbly 
moves may be pafs’d, for thatend, he Humbly 
fhews them an Example, lays down before 
them, and puts an end to the long Difcourfe 
of Peace he has been upon; firmly believing, 
God has heard the Prayers of this Diftrefs’d 
Nation, and has fent them fuch_ a Repre- 
fentative, as will fix her Peace beyond the 
Attempts of Men, and Devils to interrupr. 
Purfuant to this Refolution,this Paper, after 
a Serious and Humble Addrefs, to the Con- 
vocation in fome particular Articles relatin 
to Religious Reconciliation purpofes t) a 
fume the fo long forgstre. Article of Trate, 
and fo by degrees will come back to its Ti- 
tle of being, 4 REVIEW, of the Affairs of 
FRANCE. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
"THE Author of this Paper refiding at pre- 
{ent very remote from London, the Review 
mifcarried the laft Poft, and was too late to 
be printed, which ’tis hoped the Reader will 


excufe ; Care being taken to prevent the like 
for the future. 
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